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TALMAGE.

An Interesting Discourse on the Merits
of Awkward Uselalness,

The Good Results Wrought Out by “Left.
Handed” Men-~Denth iu the Sum-
mer-Time of f.:7e,

BrooxLyx, N, Y., March 20, —Dr. Talmage
preached this evening in the Brookiyn Tab-
ernacle on the subject “Awkward Useful-
ness.” When by electric touch the 1,500
lights of the tabernacle flash up, the aandi-
Yorinm affords & brillient stene not to be
forgot en. The aisles and the corridors and
the entrances of the church are thronged.
TMe opening hymn at this evening's seryices
Was:

My sounl, be on thy gzuard!
Teén thousand foes arise;

The hosts of sin are pressing harl
To draw thee from the skies,

The text was from Judges iii., 15,
“But when thechildren of [arael cried unto
the Lord,the Lord sent them up a daliverar,
Ehud, tbe son of Girs, a Ben amile, 8 man
let-handed, and by him the children of Is-
rael sent a present unto Ezlon, the Kingel

Moab."

Dr. Taimage said:

Ehud was a ralerdn [izae!. Ho was lelt-
handed. and, what was pecoliar about the
tribe of Bepjamin, to which he belongad,
there were in it 700 left handed men,and yot
20 dexterons had they all become in the use
of the left hand that the Bible says they
could sling stones at & bair's bread:h and no
1 fsm, '

Well, there was a Kirg by the name of
Eglon, who wsa an oppressor of lsracl, He
imposed upon them a mo:t outragsous tax,
Ehvd, the man of whom I first spoke, had &
divine commission to destroy that opprasser.
He came, preiending that he was going to
pay the tax. and asked to =ee King Eglon,
He was told he was in the snmmer-house the
place to which the King retired when it was
too hot to sit in the palace, This summer-
house was a place surrounded by flowers and
trees and springing fountsins and warbling
birds. Ebud entered the summer-hoase, and

taid 1o King Eglon that be had a secret er-
rand with bim  Immediately all the attend-
anis were waived out of the royal presence,
King Ezlon rises up toreceive the messenyer,
Ehud, the left-bauded man, puts hia left
band to his right side, pu'ls cut a dagger and
tbrusts Eglon throagh until the haft went in
glter the blade. [Ezlon falls. Ehud comes
forth to blow a trumpet of right amidat tha
mountains of Ephraim, aud & great host is
marghelle’, and proud Moab sobmits to the
conqreror, aud Jsrael is (res. 8o, oh' Lord,
let all thine enemies perish; 30, ob! Lord, let
all thy friends trinmnh!

I learn first from this subjsct the power of
left-handed men, Thore ere some men who
by physical organization have as much
strength in the'r left hand as in their right
bapd, buat there issomething in the writing
c! this text which implies that Ehud had
some defect in his right haod which compell
ed him to uia tha left. Obn, the power of laft-
hancded men! Genius is often sell obzervant,
careful of i'salf . not given to much toil,bura-
ing incense to its own apgrandizament:while
many & man with no nataral endowments,
sctually defective in physica! and mental or
canizatior, has en earnestoess for the rights
of patient incdusiry, an all-consumiog per
severence, which achieves marvels for ths
kingdom of Ohrist. Though leit-handed as
hud, they can sirike down s sin as great
and 1mperial as Eglon. I have seen men ol
wealth gathering about them all their treas-
ures, suufling at the cause of a world lyinz
in wickedness, roughly ordering Lazarns ol
their doorstep, sending their dogs, not to lick
his sores, but to hound him of! their premi-
tes; catching all the pure rain of God’s bDless-
ing into the stagnant, ropy, frog inhabited
pocl of their own selfishness—right-handed
men worss than useless— while many & man
with large heart and little palse has
onut ol kis limited means made poverty leap
for joy and started on Inticence thas oyer-
spans the grave and will swing roand and
round the throne of God, world without end;
amen. Ah, me, it i3 high time that yoa lel:
baoded men who have besn trying for this
gift and ibat elognence and the other man's
wealth shonld 1ake “yoar flelt hand out of
vour vockets, Who made all these rail-
roads” Who =at up all these cities? Who
star®ed all these charches and schools and
gsylome? Who bhas done the taggzing and
running and pulling? Men of no wonderfu!
endowments thousands of them sctnowl-
edging themselves to be left-nanded, aund
yet they were earnest and yvet they were de-
termined and yetf they were triamphant,
Bat I do not sappose that Ehund, the first
time he took = sling by his lel: hand, esunld
tirow a slone a hair's breadth and not miss,
I suppose it was practice that gave him the
wonderful dexterity. Go forth to your
spheres of duty and be not disconraged if in
your first attempt you miss the mark, Eand
missed it. Taks another stone, put it care-
fully into the siing, swing it aroaud your
head, take beiter aim, and the next time
yon will strike the center. Tae firsi time a
mesan rings his wowel apon the brick, he
does notexpect to put up a perfect wall, The
first time gearpenter ~ands a plane over a
board or drives a bit thronzh a baam he does
nst expect to make perlect execation. The
first time & hoy atlempis & rhyme he does
not expect to chimea “Lalls Ryokh'" ora
““Iady of the Lake.”” Do not be sarprised if
in your eliorts at doing good youn are not
verv largely successiul, Understand that
usefulness is an art, ascience, atrads. There
wes an oculist performing a very difficult
operation on the human eye, A voaog doc-
tor stood by and said: “How easily you do
that; it don't seam to causs yoa any troable
at sll.,” "Ah' eaid the oculist, *‘it is very
easy now, but 1 spoiled a haulal of eyes to
learu that" Be not sarprised if it takes
scme practice before we can bhelp men to
moral eyesight and bring them t3 a vision of
the cross, Left-handsd men. to the work:
take the gospal for a slinz, and faith and re-
peniance for the smooth stone from the
brook' take sure aim, God direct the weapon
and great Goliaths will tramble bafora yon.
When Garibaldi was going ont to battle he
toeld his what he wanwed
them to do and after he bad desoribed
what he wanted them to do they said:

““Weil, General, what are you going to
give us for all this?* ““Weil,” he repliad, “I
don’t know what slse y%u will get, bat yon
wiil get bunger and cold and woonds and
death. How do you like it?’ His men
stood before him for a little while in silenoce
and then they threw up thair hands and
cried: ““We are the men! Wa ars the
men!" Thy Lord Jesas Charist called you to
Hisservice. I donot promiss yon an easy
time in the world. You may hava perssan-
tions and triale and misrepresentations: bat
afterward there c)mes an eternal weight of

.and can bear the wouonds sad the
and the misreprassatations if yoa
can have the re ward afterward. Have you
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pot enough enthusiasm to ery oat: “Weare
the mwen! Weasre the men!”

I learn also from this subject the danger of
worldly slevation. This Ezlon was what
the world called & great man, Taere were
hundreds of peop's wao wonld buve consid-
ered it the meatess honor of woeir lifs jast to
have him tospeak to them. Yet sitnonga
he is not beyord the reach of Ehud's dagzer.
[ see & great many people trying to climb
op in social position, baving ana ides that
there is 4 safa plece somawhers far shove.
not knowing that the mounisin of fame has
s top like Mcaunt Blanc, covered with per-
petual spow. We lauzh at the children of
Shinsr for trying to bnild a vower that could
reach to the beavens bat [ think if oar eye-
#ight were only goad enough we could sea s
B:bel in many a doar-yard. Oh, the stroz-
zle is Herce, It is s'ure agzainst stors, honse
againgt house, street sgainst sireet, nsation
agalpat npation. The goal for which men are
running is chairs and chandellers and mir-
rors and house~ and lands and Presidential
equipments. I they get what they anticl-
pate, what have they got?” Men are ngt sale
from calumny while they live, and, worse
than that, they are not safe aftsr they are
dead; for I bave seen swine root up grave-

ards. One day a man goes up into vublic- |

t{ and the world does him honor and peopla
climb up into sycamore trees to wa'ch him
88 bhe passes, and =28 he goes along on the
shoulders of the people there is & waving of
hats and a wild huzza. To-morrow the same
wan is canght between the jaws of the print.
ing press and mangled and bruised, and the
very same persons who applauded nim be.
fore cr}': “*Down with the traitor! Down
with him!"

Belshezzar gita at the feast, the mizh'y |

men of Babylon sitting all arcuad Aim. Wit
gparkies l1ke the wine avd the wine [ike the
wit. Muasic rolls up among the chandelisrs;
the chandeliera flash down on the dac
ters. The breath of hanging gardeas fl sty
in on the nicht sir; the voice of revelry
flcats out. Amidst wreathes aod tapesicy
and golden bavners & fioger writes, Tae
march of a host is heard on tha stsirs.
Laughter catoches in the throst, A thonsaqd
hearts stop beating. Tha blow i» sirack.
The blood on the floor is richer hued than
tte wine on the table. The kingdom has de-
parted. DBelshazzar was no worse, perliaps,
than hondreds of people in Babylon, bat
his position slew him. Obh, ba content with
just such a position as God bhas placed yon
in. It may not be said of ns, “He was a
great geperal,’” or ““ha wasan honored chiaf-
tain,” or he was mighty in worldly sttain-
ments;” butl this thing may be sala of vonu
and of ue: *“‘He was a good cltizan, & faith-
ful Christian. & friend of Jeans:"” and that in
the lastday, will be the highest of all enlo-
glnms,

I Jearn farther from the subject that death
comes to the summer-honse. Eglon did not
expeet to die in that Lins place.
the flower leaves that drifted Iike sammer
gnow into the window: in the tinkie and
dash of the fountain=; in the szound of a
thoussnd Jleeves Juttering on jhe tree-
branch; in the cocl breezs that came up to
shake feverish tronble out of the kings
locks—there we: nothinzthatepoke ol daath,
but there he died' In the winter, w! ae
snow is a shrond and when wind is a
dinge, it is easy to think of our mortality,bat
when the weather
roundings are azrecible, how dittieult it is
for us to appreciate the troth that we are
morfal! And yet my text teaches thatdeath
does sometimes come to the sammer-honoe,
He i= biind and can not see the leaves, He
is deaf and can not hear the fountaing, On,
if death wonid aszk as for viotims, ws conld
point him to huuvdreds of prople who weald
rejoice o have him come. Posh bask
door ¢f that bovel. Y.ook st that litile
—co/d and sick and hapery, 1t
heard the name of God bat
Parents intoxicated
s1'aw bed., O Death, there ig &8 mark |
thee? Upwith it into the light!
thoee little feet stunmble on life's pathway,
givethem rest.

Jfere 1s an pped man, He has
work. He has doue it glorionsly. The com-
ranions of his youth all pone, his children
dead, he longs to be at rest, and wearily the
dayspgo and the nights pasa He saye:
“Come, Lord Jerus, come quickiyv.” 0O,
deanth, there js a mark f{or thes! take from
bim the stafl and give bhim the scapter; up
with bim intg the light where eves never
grow dim and the bair whiteas not through
the long years of eternity. Ah, death will
not do that! Death turns back the
giraw bed and from the aged man ready for
the skies, and comes to the summer honase,
W hat doest thon here, thoun bony, ghastly
monsier, amidst thiswaving grassand u
thia sunlight siftinz taroueh 3he
branches? Cbildren ara at play
quickly their feat go sod their lo
tte wind, Father and othier
gide ¢l the room enjoyvinz th
not seem possible that the
break info that fold aud
Meanwhile 2n old sreher
throuch the thicket. He
tie t‘.'!:_:,“"!‘t O tue grolup
markeman Taa
Hash naw i
stopped and the locks toss uo
wina. Langhter has gons onat of
Death in the summer-honse!

Here 13 a father in midlife; his comingz
bome it night i the gignal for mirth. The
children raosh to the door, end therea ara
books on the evening stand and tha hours
pess away on glad [eet. Toere ianothing
wanting in that housa, Religion isthare and
sacrifices on the altar worning aod nighs,
You look in that housshold and say: ““I can
not thick of anything happisr. Ido not
really belleve the world i3 sosad & nince as
some people deseriba it Lo be,”" Thescene
change:, Father iszick, The doors must
be kept shnt, Tha death watch chirps dale-
[ally on the hearth. The children whisper
and walk softly whera onos they romiped.
Passing thebounsy late at aight yoa see tha
quick glancing of lightsfrom room to rooxn.

t isall over. Daath in thes summ=er-houss!

Here iz an aged molher—ired but notin-
iirm. You thiok you will have the joy of
caring for her wants a good while yet As
she goes from house {3 house, to children
sud grandchildren, heg cowing is a drospiog
cf sunlight in the dwelling. Yoar children
see her coming throngh the lane, and they
ery Ygrandmother’s come!” Care for yoa
bos marked uap ber face with many = deep
wrinkle, and ber back stouvps with ecarrying
your burdens. Soms day she is very quist;
the saysche i3 notsiek, but something tolls
you you will not muel 'onger have a mother,
She will sit with you no more at the tadle
nor at the hearth. Her soul goes out 8o gant-
ly you do pot know exactly the momant of
ite gomng, Fold the handa that haye doas =0
many kindnesses for you right over the
lieart that has best with love toward you
since before vou were born. Let the pllgrim
rest, She lsweary, Dea'h in the summer-
botse.

Gatbher sbout us what we will of comfort
and luxury when the pale messenger comes
s does not stop to look at the architecture
of tha honse before be comes in: nor enler.
ing, does he wait to examine the pictures we
bave garbered on the wall: or, bend ing over
yvour pillow, he does not stop to see whather
there is color in the cheek, or gentleness in
the eye, or intellizence ia the brow. Dut
what ol that? Must we stand forever
mourning smong the graves of oar
dead? No! no! The people in Bengal briang
cages of birds to the graves of their dead and
then they open the ugc and ths birds g
singing heavenward. I wonid bring t»
the graves of yonr dead to-night all bright
thoughts and calenlationsand bid them sing
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of victory and redemption. I stamp on
the bottom of the grave and Jit
breaks through into the light and the giory
¢ beaven,

The ancients used to think that thestraits
enfering the lled Bes were very dangerous
pleces. and they supposed that every ship
*hat went! throug': those straits wonld be de-
stroyed, acd they were in the habt of put-
t'eg on weeds of moarning for thosa who
had gone on that voyscze as though they were
actnally dend. Do voa kasw whai thev
called those straits? They called them the
“Gate ef tears Oh, 1 stand to night at the
which many of your
loved ones have gone, end I want 13 tell van
that sil #ra pot shipwrecked thst have
gone throngh thoss straits 1o the great ocean
1. ] that
nights
when we are wrapped in prayer msekes me
think they are not dead. We are the dead—
we who toil: we who ween; we who gl wa
asre the dead, How myv heart a~hes for ha
men sorrow! Thissonnd of breaking henris
that I hear all ebout me! This last look of
faces that never wi!ll brighten sesnin!
fFpeak asalu
This widowhood of orphavage! (), when
will the day of sorrow ba gone!

After the sharpest winter, tha spring dis
movunts from the shoulder a sonthern pgale
acd puls its warm hand upon the earth, and
in it2 palm there comes the grass and there
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' come the tfiowers, and God reads over the
. poétry of bird snd book and bloom and pro-
' nounces It very good.

What, my friends, il
every winter bad rot its spring and every
night its day, and every gloow its glow, snd
every D.lter uow Iis ¢ fter? If you
have bzen on the eea yon kvow as the ship
passss in the night thera'is a phosph
track left behind it; and es

v they tiss with unimsegzing!
ACross Liii» I OoCCAan

Jesus walky, Ob, tha
phoresce ¢ trank of hi
iaw a-,d ne 1ligoned

There was & g-ullewan
e car thy
roumestances ihe |
n A C, wag curefnl 'f"fi'i‘n' I
attendants, his mind, ['ke a ship dismnsted,
was beating agaiust a derk, desclale coast,
from which no help could coma, Thoe train
stopped, and the man was taken out into the
asyium to waste away, perhaps through
years of gloom, Tbhe second pas:tenger was a
calprit. The ontraged law had ge'zad on
himi. As the cars jelied the chains rattled.
On his face were crime sand depravity and
despair, The train haltea and hs was taken
out to the pevitentisry f which he had
been condemued was third pas
sepper under far diflersul circumstances
Every honur was gay a3 a
marriage bell, Liie glittered and backoned,
Her companion was takiog herto hiefath r's
haouse, Lthe train baled. Toe old man was
there {0 welcome her to her new howme, sand
his while locks epowed down upon her ag he
sealed his word with o father's kiss

Quickly we lly toward eternity. We will
soon be there. Some leave thiz lile con-
demned culprits, They refused a pardon;
they carry their cheins,. 0o,
us that, leaving this flaetivgg life iar the ne;
we may find onr faihier ready to gra
anr new home wil
be & marriage
Father's bLus
Heaven
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3 him forevar st will
bavane!l! Fathe's weloome!
Jin | ‘ather's Kiss Heaven!

-
At thhe Last
flow enftly thronet : i
Dear, | breat?
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i DEAT LLe 0

The day is
'

1L.1kc a hushed
IRir

Kiss me, and fo!d your arm
Inthe old way., How strango |
Fhe thoughn of pariing!
1s whal we have so dreaded, and ‘
Lie bereuntroubled, knowing | m
&80 poon 1he warm louch of nand. and lia
Unanswering your last, long, lingering kis
O love, desr love, it Is not hard to die!
—Alice Wellington Rollias, in Lipp incott's
~a— —-

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENUCE AND INJL-
DENT.

The memorial volume of the late Catholie
Plenary Council has been issued.

The line of life iz a ragged diagonal
iween duty and desire.—W. R. Alger.

DBishop Hurst, Methodis{, has just left the
Suez Caral on his way home {rom India, and
will koon be in New York.
‘houghtles:nes is never

wiong-«dolvg. Ouarh
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e does, odr habhitaal

| T. Fielas.

| denominatliors O
| of worsbh!p, asd aboat 533 400

L g
Al

Washington the largast anditorinm
of the CUongregattonal Cauress, batis n
1] i to :
& DAasior,
» U0 )
aold ¢f
popalatipa 18
pa! Missianary Sacre-
inip 60 ° o1 ior 28
3, home and I 1, aod a3 that
7 filty conts per capita of communi-
srts they ought to gst it.

There ar>ngw only five bishops of ths
Methodist Episoopal Charch Bouth liviag:
Bishops Mo yeire. Nashville; Keener, Now
Orleans; Wilzon, Baltimore; Granjerry,
Louis; Hargrove, Atlanta, Ga,

Spargeon haz turned ocui 668
from his “Pastor's Oocllege” in ths twenty-
eight years it has b establiched. Spar-
geon's theory sbonut learning to preach is “as
& dog learns {o ewim; “jump' "

New York City has twenty-eight religious
Jeburches and other places
charca mem-
Eers, renrescnting & population of nearly
100 000, Baeays City Missionary Jucksna,

Dally ought we {0 rénew our parpose, and
to elir up ourselves to greatar fervor, and to
ay, “Help me, my God! in thizs my giod
purpose ard fo thy boly service, and zrant
that I may now this day bpezin perfectly.”
—Thon as A. Kempis

Tisonly when they spring

pels

Reveal thenmselves ta yon! Trey sit all day

Be<ige you, snd lie down at night by you

Yoho care not for thelr presence, aad muse or

BiEep,

And all arcn-_‘e they leave you and yon Ynow

then. —lrowning.
rown—"1 was gurprised to s®s von at
church yesterdar, Smith. I nnderstood that
you didn’t believe much in religions mat-
tera " Smith—""Well—er—I! have been scme-
what of an infidel all sy lifs, but the cold
that I caught last week bus 8 tiled on my

lungs, snd [ feel a little nervons aboat it."”

The Bagtist Chunreh o! Barlin, Germany,
was founded in 1557, its presant chapal be-
irg bailt in 1560, 1thas 772 members. In
conpection with the church ara fourteen
preaching ststions in the mneighburbood of
Berlin, in four of whichers small chapesls.
The church sustains eizht Sundey-schools
with about 750 scholars. -

Among Christians so mueh prominenca
bas been given to the disciplinary eflects of
sorrow, affliction, bersavement, that they
have peen in danger of over.ookiog the other
and mare obvious side that by every joy, by
eterz favor, by avery sign of prosperity, ves,
and by these chiefly, God designs to edncate
aud discipline his children. This one-sided
view of the truth has made many morbid.
gloowy Christians, who look for God's hand
only in the lightning. and never think of see-
ing it in the sunlight. They only enjoy
thewselves when they are miserable —Ravy.
F, B, Clark.
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HAZELTON.

The superiority of the “ Hazleton " Pianos is recognized and acknowl-
edged by the highest musical authorities, and the demand for them is as
steadily increasing as their merits are becoming more extensively known.
These Instruments have been before the public for nearly 40 years, and upon

their excellence alone they have obtained an unpurchased preeminence which
establishes them as

Unequalled in Tone, Touch, Workmanship and Durability,

The following is a partial list of well-known Citizens of Indianapolis,
who have purchased and now have the ““ Hazelton Pianos in use.
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Censisting of ERNEST GABLER, HARDMAN, NEW ENGLAND, BEHR BRO5., F. W. YOUNG

& CO.'s Pianos, and the
PACKARD ORCHESTRAL, ORGANS,
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THE BEIT APPARATUS IN THE WORLD FOR WARMING AND VENTILATING

SCHO OLS, CHURCHES., STORES, DWELLINGS. ETC.
The raidiatinz surfaces are made of the best HEAVY BOILER IRON PLATES, securely

riveted together in the same manner as steam boilers, and not a particle of noxious or poison-
ous gas, smoke or dust can pass through. The fire boxes are lined withl best fire brick,

MANUTFACTURED ONLY BY

KRUESE & DEWENTER, 54 South Pennsylvania Street, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.




